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SUNDAY SCHEDULE
CHRIST PROVIDENCE

4519 Providence Rd. • Charlotte 

8:45 a.m. Traditional
10:00 a.m. The Bridge

11:00 a.m. Contemporary

10:00 - 10:45 a.m. Sunday School

CHRIST SOUTH
worshipping at

Polo Ridge Elementary School
11830 Tom Short Rd. • Charlotte

10:00 a.m. Post-Modern Worship

CHRIST CONCORD
240 Pitts School Rd. NW • Concord 

10:00 a.m. Blended Worship

Pastor’s Blog
christelca.org/blog 

Facebook
Christ Providence - Christ Lutheran

Christ Concord - Christ Lutheran
Christ South

Fusion at Christ Lutheran
The Experience at CLC

YouTube
Christ Lutheran, Charlotte, NC

Twitter
@ChristLuther

@revmcs

Instagram
christ_providence

christconcord
fusionatclc

revmcs

Pinterest
christluther

DETAILS AND MORE INSIDE>>
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PASTOR SCOTT SUSKOVIC

The ELCA Votes to Be the First
Sanctuary Denomination
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America declares itself a sanctuary 
church body; and to request the ELCA Church Council, in consultation with 
the appropriate churchwide units and offi ces, provide guidance for the three 
expressions of this church about what it means to be a sanctuary church body 
and provide a report to the 2022 Churchwide Assembly.
During the churchwide assembly, the 700 delegates approved the above motion, making 
the ELCA a sanctuary denomination for immigrants who need our help. As people of faith, 
we have never refused to help those in need. Scripture reminds us to help the widow, 
the orphan and travelers because we were once strangers in a foreign land. Indeed, as 
Lutherans, we are a denomination mostly made up of immigrants.

However, when speaking specifi cally what that means to help the immigrant, we 
differ widely. Some may feel strongly about the immigration issue and therefore 
advocate to change existing laws or even organize protests. Others will work more 
locally to offer ESL classes, job opportunities, set up school/housing options or provide 
legal help towards citizenship. As we move forward with this resolution, it is important 
to be clear about what this means and does not mean:

 • The ELCA is not mandating (and cannot mandate) that its congregations engage 
  in any practice, related to sanctuary or otherwise. Each congregation has complete 
  autonomy to decide on its own how this resolution is lived out.

 • The ELCA is not condoning or advocating illegal conduct on the part of its 
  congregations or members. As citizens of the Church, we are also citizens of the State.

 • The ELCA is renewing its public commitment to take concrete action to fulfi ll 
  scriptural mandate to welcome strangers– including immigrants and refugees–
  and provide for their needs however appropriate in one’s context.

 • The ELCA is renewing its commitment to advocating for reform in our nation’s 
  broken immigration system and for humane treatment of immigrants and refugees.

At Christ Lutheran, we are already a sanctuary congregation– not in the sense of 
harboring illegal immigrants and defying local law enforcement offi cials– but in the 
sense of helping those in need. We support Crisis Assistance Ministry, Loaves and 
Fishes and Urban Ministries, which all provide help to everyone in need, including the 
immigrant. We partner with McClintock Middle School where we assist in educational 
opportunities, meals, ESL classes and housing for all people, including the immigrant.

This is what the ELCA is affi rming– to be that source of hope and help to the stranger 
in need, regardless of their citizenship. This is not a motion to endorse a particular 
political candidate, break the law or prescribe a specifi c course of action. This is meant 
to affi rm and encourage the Church to be the Church. That is, we are called to be a 
sanctuary of healing, of hope and of help to our brothers and sisters in Christ, within 
the constraints of the law, simply because they also are made in the image of this 
beautiful God whom we serve.

Being the Church,
Pastor Scott
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Provident God
God could have chosen any group of people, but he 
chose this specifi c group of people from which God 
would bring forth a savior. Join in as we travel together 
in the journey of faith as we (re)discover God’s Word.

September 8 • Welcome to the CBE
We live in a world that tells us we need MORE. Adam and 
Eve were given a paradise. Yet very quickly into the story, 
they too want MORE. God is a Provident God and gives 
us what we need. As a matter of fact, often God gives 
us great abundance as well. How are we called to live in 
relation to God’s providence?   ---Text: Matthew 6:9-13

September 15 • Provident in GRACE
Do you remember a time when you felt like a complete 
failure? Well, you’re not alone. God’s creation has long 
been broken– all of us. But yet, as we read Scripture, 
when all else is lost– there’s still hope. There’s always 
hope because God sees what CAN be and loves us 
beyond our failures. How are we called to live in relation 
to God’s grace?   ---Text: Matthew 16:13-20

September 22 • Provident in the PROMISE
How many of us have made promises before in our lives? 
Certainly we ALL have. Yet, how many of us can say we’ve 
kept ALL those promises? I’d imagine not many– or 
any at all. Promises are hard for us to keep. Yet, God is 
Provident in the promise, always. How are we called to 
live in relation to God’s promise?   ---Text: John 14:1-4

September 29 • Provident in RESCUE
There are days when all of us encounter a level of 
frustration that just seems unbearable. Those are the 
days when we ask, please Lord, intervene and get me 
out of this mess. Does God hear our cries then turn a 
deaf ear? NO. Our God is a God that provides rescue. 
How are we called to live in relation to God’s rescue?  
---Text: John 11:1-44

October 6 • Provident in FORGIVENESS
Have you ever been wronged by someone? Of course 
you have. Have you ever wronged someone else? Yup– 
thought so. As a matter of fact, we seem to wrong 
one another quite a lot. Forgiving each other is hard, 
but it’s what God calls us to do. But what about when 
God’s people wrong God? How might God react? As we 
read, even in God’s great frustration, He relents, listens 
to Moses and fi nds grace. How are we called to live in 
relation to God’s grace?   ---Text: Matthew 18:21-35

Call ed to be Holy
Our call to be holy comes from the reoccurring theme in 
Leviticus and Numbers, “You shall be holy, for I the Lord 
am holy, and have separated you from the peoples, that 
you should be mine.” God has rescued his people from 
Egypt not just to set them free, but so that they would be 
set apart from the rest of the world– to be a holy people of 
God’s own choosing.

October 13 • Holy in Worship
As the people of God were rescued from Egypt and 
making their way through the Exodus, they created the 
Tabernacle, a place to house the Ark of the Covenant 
and to come before the presence of the Lord in worship.  
Leviticus can be overwhelming and tedious in the details, 
but the overarching theme is that we were created not to 
be conformed to this world, but to be set apart as God’s 
holy people to worship before a holy God.   ---Text: Leviticus 
20:22-26; 1 Peter 1:14-16, 9-10; Matthew 22:34-40

October 20 • Holy in Devotion
The Book of Numbers takes us through the arduous journey 
of the Exodus; Israelites test God’s patience as He tests their 
devotion to Him. Though the people fail many times, God 
shows His faithfulness with His constant presence and 
continual restoration. Even as God commands His people 
to walk with Him in the desert, he also commands them 
to walk before Him with a heart to worship and a mind to 
serve.  ---Text: Numbers 20:2-14; John 19:31-34

October 27 • Holy in Belief
“You must be perfect as your Father in Heaven is perfect.” 
These were the words that terrifi ed Martin Luther– what 
possible hope could there be for such a sinner as himself? 
As the light shone on this young Reformer, he came to 
realize that perfection and holiness did not come by our 
efforts, but by the only perfect Son of God who gives us his 
righteousness through faith, and faith alone.    
---Text: Deuteronomy 5:6-21; Matthew 5:43-48

November 3 • Holy Forever
The death of Moses in Deuteronomy is a touching story 
of God’s unending love for this leader of Israel. It is a 
preview, a glimpse of that last day for each of us as we 
pass from the imperfections of this world to the holiness 
of the one yet to come. And somewhere between the 
righteousness of Moses and the unrighteous thief, we 
fi nd ourselves longing for the same promise.   
---Text: Deuteronomy 34:1-8; Luke 23:35-43

This Fall we’re diving DEEP into faith and bringing 
back the fan favorite– Community Bible Experience. 
We’ll spend time in the Hebrew Scriptures seeking to 
learn more and engage our faith and understanding. 
We’ll be looking fi rst at Covenant History with a focus 
on discovering the origins of God’s people.

UPCOMING SERMON SERIES
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Alcohol Policy Update
Over the years, our Church Council has received requests for the 
use of limited alcohol at certain church functions, such as weddings 
or Oktoberfest. While our policy has been no alcohol at church 
events, we have not been consistent with its usage– the Seder Meal 
served with wine is one example. After studying this issue for several 
months, the Council, on Monday, August 19, passed the following 
motion to monitor the use of limited alcohol usage:

Christ Lutheran Alcohol Policy
Christ Lutheran Church continues to both equip and enrich the 
faith lives of our current members while also reaching out to non-
members and the communities in which we fi nd them in order to 
spread the Word. The Congregational Council of Christ Lutheran 
Church reviewed various approaches to permitting, in special 
circumstances, limited consumption of beer/wine beverages at 
church-related events. In order for such usage to be consistent with 
promoting principles of Christian living, the Council approved the 
following restrictive guidelines to govern the limited use of such 
beverages on all of its campuses. It is anticipated that the use of 
these beverages will only be incidental to, and not a focus of, such 
events, and that consumption will be modest.  

Let your moderation be known unto all. The Lord is at hand. 
Philippians 4:5 (KJV)

The usage of alcohol at any event must have Council approval at 
least 30 days prior to the event. The following guidelines will be 
taken into consideration:

 1. There will be no buying or selling of alcohol. Guests must 
  consume in moderation, never displaying any public drunkenness.

 2. Only beer and/or wine will be allowed together with alternative 
  non-alcoholic drinks (this non-alcoholic option will be clearly 
  communicated at all such events).  

 3. Care will be taken as to the appropriate presence of youth and 
  children. No beer/wine for the adults will be permitted for an 
  activity that is primarily youth orientated.

 4. The intention is for these events to be congregational in nature.

 5. Council will decide whether or not a licensed bartender will be 
  necessary for the event based on size and the specifi cs of the event.

 6. Groups must obey all federal, state, and local laws and 
  regulations with respect to alcoholic beverages.

Interested groups or individuals should contact the Director of 
Property and Finance for an application form.

Please note in the motion that the council has to approve a request 
for limited alcohol usage at least 30 days prior to the event. We 
believe these guidelines will enable us to allow for the possibility of 
alcohol without it being abused or the focal point of the event.
Pastor Scott Suskovic Mr. Bobby Mauney
Senior Pastor   Council President

from our
  Church Council...
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by PASTOR DREW

Start your engines! You are invited to a Race to the Finish for Bihar! 
Please join us for an incredible evening on Sunday, October 20th at 
The Speedway Club located at the Charlotte Motor Speedway. This is 
a fundraising event for all three campuses of Christ Lutheran and is 
for adults ages 21 and older.

This is an event you do not want to miss! Registration opens 
September 23rd on REALM and is $25 per person. Guests will have 
the opportunity to drive a NASCAR simulator, race against friends 
on a remote control race track and enjoy getting to know others 
from Christ Lutheran. For an extra fee of $20 per person, you can 
experience a ride on the Speedway track in a NASCAR pace car 
(please pay when registering).

The registration fee includes the cost of your dinner– an impressive 
meal prepared by the Speedway chefs.

The evening will end with a presentation on Christ Lutheran’s 
partnership work with Lutheran World Relief in Bihar, India. Guests will 
be invited to give generously to help our congregation meet our goal 
and greatly enhance the quality of life for Bihar residents. Stay tuned on 
REALM and in church communication for more information. We hope 
you can join us as we Race to the Finish for Bihar!

Via de Cristo Fall Retreat
by DAVID DEEDS

Via de Cristo, “The Way of Christ” is a highly structured, three day 
weekend retreat designed to strengthen and renew the faith of Christian 
people and bring them to a new awareness of living in God’s grace.

The retreat is intended for lay people from every walk of life, for 
pastors, for people who live strong and active lives in Christ, and 
also for those who seek to be renewed and strengthened in their 
relationship with Christ and the people around them. It is open to 
married couples as well as single men and women.

A Via de Cristo retreat includes Christian fellowship, worship and 
instruction, led by lay people and clergy and concentrates on the 
person and teachings of Jesus Christ. Special focus is placed on 
the spiritual renewal of the church, family and community. Please 
join us on a Via de Cristo retreat for a grace-fi lled, spiritual renewal 
through a closer walk with Christ.

Via de Cristo retreats are held at Bethelwoods Camp. Each retreat 
begins on Thursday evening and ends Sunday afternoon. The cost 
for fi rst time attendees is $90 (assistance is available).

For additional information, please contact Dave Deeds (704) 806-5083 
or Ed Eddleman at (704) 506-4272. You can also learn more about Via 
de Cristo online at wncvdc.org.
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WOMEN'S BSF BEGINS
by BARBARA BURTON

The Bible Study Fellowship class (BSF) resumes 
September 10 with weekly Tuesday meetings from 
9:45–11:15 a.m. BSF meets in the Worship Center at 
Christ Providence and is open to women of all ages. 
Children up to 5 years old are also welcome.

This year’s study is the New Testament book of 
ACTS and Letters of the Apostles, with lessons and 
teachings that include other relevant Scripture from 
both the Old and New Testaments. Women attending 
come together each week in small groups to share 
and discuss the lesson, then gather in the church 
sanctuary to hear a lecture which furthers the topic 
and gives commentary. Preschoolers are divided into 
age-appropriate classes to receive a similarly-themed 
message and activities. The lessons and lectures are 
geared to women with all levels of Bible knowledge, 
and include not just Biblical facts, but personal 
application of its teachings.

Bible Study Fellowship, the organization, began in the 
United States by a Christian missionary in 1952 and has 
spread internationally to 40 nations and over 2,000 
classes worldwide. Men, women and children of all ages 
study the same lessons throughout the world each week 
in many different cultures and circumstances, but to one 
end… to learn God’s Word and Truth together.

If you are interested in joining BSF, you may pre-
register online at mybsf.org. You can also visit the 
class in person to register. To learn more about BSF, 
visit bsfi nternational.com.

ARROWS OF ADAM
MEN'S EVENT
FAITH @ WORK
by PASTOR DREW

How can our faith enhance our work life? How does our 
day job connect to our discipleship? Join Pastor Drew 
and others for a fall Arrows of Adam Men's gathering 
at Legion Brewing (SouthPark location) on Sunday, 
September 29 at 4:30 pm. Join us for a fun afternoon of 
fellowship and conversation about living our Christian 
faith in the workplace. Register on REALM.

NEW ASSOCIATE MINISTER 
OF MUSIC
by MARK GLAESER

On Sunday, August 4, we bid a fond farewell to David 
Platts (Associate Minister of Music) and Ron Cox 
(Director of Media Visuals) after 6 years of faithful 
service to Christ Providence. Their talents, their 
kindness, their intelligence and their dedication will be 
sorely missed.

While there comes a time to say goodbye, there also is a 
time to say hello. We will be saying hello to our new full-
time Associate Minister of Music who will assume much 
of both roles vacated by David and Ron.

Mark W. Johanson has been leading music and 
worship in several worship contexts in both ELCA and 
LCMS synods over the past 18 years. After graduating 

from Valparaiso University (Indiana) in 
2011 with a bachelor’s degree in Music 
Education, a church music position 
brought Mark to Charlotte. Mark’s 
keyboard and music leadership skills 
are often in demand by professional 
and school choirs throughout the 
Charlotte region.

As a lifelong Lutheran active in both 
synods, Mark's vocational goals 
include using music to reunite the 

faithful who have been divided by synodical and 
denominational boundaries. Mark currently serves on 
the board of the Charlotte chapter of the American 
Guild of Organists. He is an Eagle Scout and an alumni 
member of Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia music fraternity.

He and his wife Elizabeth Marquardt live in Charlotte 
and have a daughter, Lydia Johanson. He enjoys 
cooking, home-brewing, and the outdoors. Mark 
Glaeser has known him for several years and is really 
looking forward to working with him.

You might be interested to know Mark J. was Mark G.'s 
fi rst choice for this position, a decision confi rmed after 
interviewing six other candidates for this position. His 
fi rst day at work will be October 7th.  Please pray for 
this transition time– for us and for him, as well as his 
current congregation.

MARK W. JOHANSON

INTRODUCING...
HABITAT HOMIES!
For many years, Christ Lutheran has had a large 
number of volunteers who've supported Habitat home 
builds around Charlotte. And now with the huge need 
for affordable housing in our city, we believe it is time 
to bring back this incredible outreach ministry. So, we 
are thrilled to invite you to be a part of Habitat Homies 
(aka our Habitat Work Group).

Around four times a year, we’ll work on a local Habitat 
house. By joining this group in REALM, you will not 
be expected to attend every building day, but we do 
hope you will try to attend as often as you are able. 
Together we will work to provide affordable shelter 
for our neighbors. Building days will take place once 
a quarter on Saturdays, with the fi rst expected to 
happen in October. Women and men of all adult ages 
are encouraged to join; no experience necessary.

Join the group in REALM or contact Colin Reed 
(colin.frank.reed@gmail.com) or Pastor Drew 
(dgoodson@christelca.org) for more information.
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THRIVENT ACTION TEAM MEMBERS
by MARCIA ROW

A REALLY BIG THANK YOU to all the Thrivent Members who have 
participated in the Thrivent Action Team programs this year. 
Through September, we have raised $10,000.00 for CLC Outreach 
Ministry projects. This allows us to stretch our outreach dollars so 
much further to help and support McClintock Middle School, Soup 
Kitchen, Room in the Inn and the Fusion group.  
McClintock Teacher Appreciation Lunch Derek Williams   January 9
Fusion, A Child’s Place Project  Chris Mengel  January 27
McPIE ESL Incentives   Jewel Barber  February 7
Room in the Inn Supply Pantry  Jane Satterfi eld  February 14
Soup Kitchen    Kim Sensenbrenner February 17
12th Day Open House   Jenna Cooper  March 3
McClintock Pantry   Marcia Row   March 12
McClintock Career Day   Ellen Clapp  March 13
Soup Kitchen    Bill Row   March 17
Fusion, Humane Society   Janthi Webster  March 24
Room in the Inn Project, Mattress Covers Kelley Fluharty  April 6
Fusion, Easter Egg Hunt   Caroline Mize  April 14
McPIE Family Night Incentives for Adults Jennifer Hundt  April 17
Soup Kitchen    Lisa Douglas  April 21
McPIE Family Night Incentives for kids Greg Twait  April 30
Freedom School Fundraising Book Drive David Plonk  May 6 
McPIE Volunteer Huddle   Julie Twait  May 7
McClintock Teacher Encouragement Project Jonathan Webster May 15
McClintock Pantry – Hygiene  Tracy McDonald  May 18
Soup Kitchen    Amy Saunders  May 19
Lutherock/Lutheridge Camper Prep Day Evelyn Jarjour  May 20
Lutherock/Lutheridge Camper Support Donna Emmans  June 1
Bridges out of Poverty Educational Class Brenda Williams  June 12-13
Freedom School Dinner for Interns  Eric Daniels  June 14
Freedom School Backpacks  Ellen Clapp  June 15
Soup Kitchen    Kendra Seidle  June 16
Freedom School Sunday   Derek Williams  July 14
Soup Kitchen    Karoline Saunders July 21
Freedom School End of Summer Event Laura Erlenbach  July 25 
Lunch for McClintock Teachers  Eric Daniels  August 16
McClintock Campus Clean Up  Mary Reid  August 17
Soup Kitchen    Don Clayton  August 18
Rise Against Hunger   Dawn Weisenberger August 18
Christ South Community Help Day  Jonathan Webster August 18
McPIE Build a Teacher Box   Ellen Clapp  August 21
Pregnancy Serve Shower   Jewel Barber  August 20
McClintock Teachers Copy Service  Mary Clark  August 20-21
Soup Kitchen Drinks   Todd + Lisa Douglas August 23
A Child’s Place    Amy Daniels  August 19
Bright Blessings    Janthi Webster  August 20

For more information about starting a Thrivent Action Team to 
support Christ Lutheran ministries, please contact Marcia Row at 
(704)277-9955 or mrow@carolina.rr.com.

thanks to

Special thanks to all of our members who 
supported projects during our 8 Days of Service!
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September 8 - December 15, 2019 

FAITH FELLOWSHIP
THE BIBLE AND BEYOND
CHRIST PROVIDENCE  (FORUM A)
The Rest of the Story Behind our Beloved Hymns 
(Sept. 8 – Oct. 13) 
People have sung hymns again and again, never 
realizing why they were written or for whom they were 
intended. This class will learn about hymn composers 
from King David to Rich Mullins, the interesting history 
behind some of our much loved hymns, and the use of 
Scripture in hymns. 
A New Reformation: From Luther’s World to Ours
(Oct. 20 – Nov. 24)
Having recently celebrated the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation, author and pastor Rob Fuquay presents 
a 6-session video study of his latest series and book, 
A New Reformation. This series brings the powerful 
themes of the Reformation into today’s world and into 
our personal lives, even as the church experiences a 
lessening of infl uence in modern culture.

COMMUNITY BIBLE EXPERIENCE
CHRIST PROVIDENCE (FELLOWSHIP HALL)
Join us for weekly conversations and teaching about the 
books of the Old Testament through CLC’s Community 
Bible Experience. Open to all.
led by Pastor Drew and Rob Stark

STUDIES OF SCRIPTURE
CHRIST PROVIDENCE (ADULT LIBRARY)
Find out what the Bible has to say by journeying 
through weekly Scripture readings with others.
led by Hans Teich

FAITH IN ACTION
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
CHRIST PROVIDENCE (FORUM C)
Using the Augsburg Bible Studies, this Fall we will focus 
on responding to God’s grace using Scripture from the 
Old and New Testaments. Beginning in December we 
will use Scripture to study how God has been honored in 
the past and how we should honor Him today. Come join 
the women of CLC as we delve deeper into God’s word in 
an atmosphere of friendship and love.
led by Jewel Barber, Joyce Brigman and Anna Moore

THE CREW
COMMUNITY BIBLE EXPERIENCE
CHRIST PROVIDENCE (RM. W150A & B)
Join us for weekly conversations and teaching about the 
books of the Old Testament through CLC’s Community 
Bible Experience.
led by David Deeds

INTERMEDIATE HANDBELLS
CHRIST PROVIDENCE (BELL ROOM)
Come and develop your musical gifts by playing handbells! 
Music reading experience is expected, no previous bell 
ringing experience required. This group will prepare and 
eventually perform music in worship services.
led by Craig Cole

THE CLC BOOK CLUB
CHRIST PROVIDENCE (LACKEY PARLOR)
The CLC Book Club reads and studies provocative, often 
challenging, books covering a wide range of topics 
and a variety of viewpoints. We welcome and facilitate 
free, open discussion in a community of friendship and 
fellowship in Christ. Open to all.
led by Dan Hansen and Carl Edgren

SUNDAY ADULT CLASSES 10:00 - 10:45 A.M.
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September 4 - December 18, 2019

5:00 - 6:15 p.m. DINNER in Spirit Hall
$6 adult • $3 child (1st time visitors FREE)

6:00 - 7:30 p.m. CHILDREN/YOUTH CLASSES
6:15 - 7:30 p.m. ADULT CLASSES

descriptions below

at CHRISTPROVIDENCE

Books and reading guide available
in Cornerstone Gifts for $5 while supplies last.

COMMUNITY BIBLE EXPERIENCE
MEETS IN FORUM A & B 
Join us for this Wednesdays Together class where we 
will have weekly conversations and teaching about the 
Scripture readings for the Community Bible Experience 
and how they intersect with day to day life! We will read 
the fi rst 12 books of the Old Testament. Discover the story. 
Let’s read big, read real and read together.
led by Pastors Scott and Drew

PARABLES OF JESUS
MEETS IN FORUM C 
Jesus’ parables are timeless, powerful, and profound. 
This course will explore how Jesus’ audience would have 
understood eleven of Jesus’ parables as recorded in 
Luke. The course will use Powerpoint presentations and 
participant manuals.     led by Pastor Roger Storms

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY
MEETS IN THE ADULT LIBRARY
You are invited to attend Dave Ramsey’s course Financial 
Peace University. This is a 9-session DVD-based course that 
has helped millions get their fi nancial house in order. After 
watching the DVD session each week, there will be group 
discussions. Class materials are $120.
led by Randy Satterfi eld 

MOMS IN PRAYER
MEETS IN CHRIST CHAPEL PARLOR
This 45-minute class will meet from 6-6:45 p.m. and is 
open to moms of all ages. Join us as we come together 
with other moms for a time of praying for our children. 
We will follow the Moms in Prayer International Four 
Steps of Prayer: praise, silent confession, thanksgiving 
and intercession. We will use specifi c Scripture verses to 
pray over our children each week.
led by Megan Goodson

WOMEN MAKING CONNECTIONS BIBLE STUDY
MEETS IN THE WORSHIP CENTER PARLOR
Join us for weekly conversations and teaching about the 
books of the Old Testament through CLC’s Community 
Bible Experience.
led by D’Linda Highum

Get Ready To Read Big.
Read Real. Read Together.

CHRIST PROVIDENCE
Sunday School: Emerge Class • 10 a.m.
(Fellowship Hall)
Sunday School: The Crew Class • 10 a.m.
(W150 A&B)
Wednesdays Together • 6:15 p.m.
(Forum A & B)
Wednesdays Together:
Women Making Connections Class • 6:15 p.m.
(Worship Center Parlor)
Thursday Mornings for Women • 10 a.m.
(Center Six)

CHRIST CONCORD
Wednesday Morning Adult Bible Study • 10 a.m.
Wednesdays Together: CBE Small Group • 6 p.m.

CHRIST SOUTH
Options coming - Stay tuned for details

YOUTH
Sunday School: Caffeine & Conversation • 10 a.m.
(Center Six - Christ Providence)

STUDY GROUP OPTIONS
AT-A-GLANCE
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CHRIST CONCORD NEWS
WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING
AT CHRIST CONCORD?
by PASTOR TENNY

SPLASH DAY!
Splash Day this summer was a blast! We had a great 
turnout, both from the church community and from the 
neighborhood. We laughed. We all got wet. We had water 
balloon “fi ghts” and soaked each other with water guns.

And, once again, the hit of the day… was the slip-n-
slide down the hill behind the church. It was 150 feet of 
pure FUN! Kids from age 3 to age 70 enjoyed rides on a 
soaped-up inner tube, down a watery chute at speeds 
up to 100mph (at least, it felt like 100mph!).

MEAL PACKAGING
For the second year in a row, many from the Christ 
Lutheran community, as well as friends from the 
neighborhood, gathered at Christ Concord to package 
over 20,000 meals for our brothers and sisters around 
the world who are in need. We celebrated worship at 10, 
enjoyed a tail-gate-style lunch, then danced, bounced, 
laughed and enjoyed each other’s company—all while we 
were working on a project to help provide people food.

From droughts to fl oods, in confl ict zones and 
transitioning political situations, food is often the most 
immediate need. We were honored to partner with 
“Rise Against Hunger” which helps provide food, when 
everyday access to food, wages and market systems are 
destroyed in the wake of emergencies. Working through 
a network of in-country partners to address these needs,  
aid is effi ciently and effectively deployed to and received 
by communities when it is needed most. We were 
honored to help in this project!

WEDNESDAYS TOGETHER
New this Fall—Small Groups (for adults). We will offer 
several smaller group settings on Wednesday nights, 
which begin September 4, to provide more options (e.g.: 
social, age-based, Bible study, book study…). Yes, there 
will be learning opportunities for all ages: Pre-school, 
Elementary, Middle/High School. We still gather for 
dinner from 5-6pm. Groups will meet from 6-7pm.

WORSHIP
We view worship as the most important thing we do.  To 
keep it “fresh” we change something in the room, with 
the music, or with the worship fl ow, almost every week.   
Our worship style is mostly contemporary, with a touch 
of traditional. The atmosphere is casual, intimate, and 
friendly. The people are welcoming. And the Spirit of the 
Lord is ever-present. 

If you haven’t made the opportunity to join us for 
worship at Christ Concord, please plan to do so soon—to 
see what our church (Christ Lutheran) is doing at the 
campus in Concord!

COMING UP!
Playground.  Stay tuned, as we work to install a new 
playground at Christ Concord this Fall!

New Staff. Look for some exciting announcements as 
we hire new staff!

Building Improvements. Renovations, painting, and 
upfi tting continue—both inside and outside the main 
building, and around the campus.  

Golf Cart Ministry. We have folks right next door who 
can’t walk up the hill to the church. We’re going to begin 
a shuttle service with the church’s golf cart. Adult drivers 
needed! Contact Pastor Tenny (tshifl ey@christelca.org).
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CHRIST SOUTH NEWS

WHAT’S GOING ON
AT CHRIST SOUTH?
by ASHLEY COOKE and PASTOR MATT

In short, there’s a lot going on at Christ South as we 
head into the fall. We continue to connect with the 
surrounding communities during worship each week, 
yet we are still thinking bigger. As we grow and plan, 
I’d like to take this opportunity to update you all on 
everything that’s happened and share a bit of the vision 
of our community for the future.

When we kicked off the South campus just around 
three years ago, we asked the question: What is church 
and how can we take the gospel to our community 
beyond the walls of our Sunday worship space? As you 
are aware, after a congregational vote, we purchased 
roughly 13 acres of land in Weddington early this year 
that would be the foundation for our long-term mission.

What Has Happened Since the Purchase?
 • A land development team was formed with the task 
  of overseeing the vision and use of the property and 
  function as board of directors.
 • Many hours have gone into cleaning the land and 
  renovating the houses for use in ministry.
 • We’ve already hosted the church-wide Easter egg 
  hunt and VBS movie night to introduce ourselves to 
  the community.

What is Currently Happening with the Land?
 • The board of directors has decided to name the land 
  The Old Dairy Farm (ODF) and will begin work this fall 
  to further provide direction to the vision.
 • The ODF is in the process of incorporating, obtaining 
  an EIN number and fi ling for 501(c)(3) nonprofi t status.
 • We have worked to build a relationship with the town 
  of Weddington and collaborated with them to host a 
  community movie night and school supply drive on 
  August 23rd.
 • The board continues to have conversations with other 
  community partners on opportunities to serve the 
  needs of the surrounding community.
 • Work on the outdoor space has begun and features 
  benches, hammocks, fi re pits and a multi-use deck 
  for community events.
 • Thrive Day School has offi cially moved to the Old 
  Dairy Farm, utilizing one of the renovated houses, 
  with spots for up to 20 special-needs children.

What is Happening at the Old Dairy Farm 
in the Near Future?
 • Community mission partners will begin renting and 
  utilizing space at the farm to serve the community.
 • The Old Dairy Farm will be hosting a community-wide 
  event on November 2nd, featuring food and a concert.
 • The board has identifi ed ten areas of opportunity to 
  enhance the purpose, vision and mission of the Old 
  Dairy Farm so that we can begin serving those around us.

A Christ-Driven Community
In short, our vision is that this land will be a place where 
people can come together and make an impact on 
the families around us. We want the Old Dairy Farm to 
be a center of community where people not only hear 
the good news, but see the work of Christ all around us 
and most importantly, fi nd a place to serve others. Yes, 
Christ South will eventually build a worship center for 
Sundays – but we want to build a place where people 
are impacted the other six days of the week.

HOW CAN I HELP?
Glad you asked! We simply want you to show up to 
our events and invite someone. If you’re looking to be 
involved, sign up for volunteer opportunities at the farm. 
And, lastly, tell people about what we are doing.

The Old Dairy Farm is an opportunity for us to make 
church and community come together and spread 
the message of God’s love to those who we may not 
see on Sundays. Now more than ever, it’s important to 
bring people together and give them a place to belong 
– where the message of the Gospel can be seen in the 
relationships we make with others.

If you have some time, check out our new website at 
olddairyfarm.org and like us on Facebook. There are 
a lot of great things on the horizon – and it wouldn’t 
be possible without the support of a generous 
congregation like you.

We continue to ask you to pray for God’s guidance as we 
begin using The Old Dairy Farm.
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AFFIRM: LIFE
CONFIRMATION RETREAT
Who are you? Middle schoolers wrestle with that 
question throughout middle school. Confi rmation is 
about growing in faith but it’s also about fi nding identity 
as a child of God. One of the most important factors that 
help that pursuit is community. We’re going to start 
the year with an amazing way to grow in community– a 
retreat! This gives an opportunity for all middle schoolers 
to get away to Lutheridge October 4th-6th, where 
we’re exploring who we are, who is God and who we 
are called to be. All 6th-8th grade middle schoolers 
are encouraged to participate. Adult chaperones are 
needed. The cost is $125. Register on REALM.

NEW WEDNESDAY GROUP
FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL
All middle school youth are welcome to join our 
newest group during Wednesdays Together called 180 
degrees! In the craziness of life, it is easy to become 
overwhelmed, distracted, or even lost. Jesus comes into 
our lives in unexpected ways and turns it all around, 180 
degrees, shifting our focus back towards Him. Come 
join in fellowship with games, devotions and exploring 
creative worship through music, dance, drama, 
technology and more!

Join us in the Fellowship Hall on Wednesdays from 
6-7:30pm, starting on September 4th. Have questions 
or interest in 180 degrees? Contact Dennis Contreras at 
dcontreras@christelca.org.

FAMILY MINISTRY NEWS
GEARING UP FOR THE FALL
by PASTOR MELODY

Seems like summer is suppose to be a time where 
everything slows down, right? Uhh…no! I don’t know about 
you, but the whirlwind of summer was as exhilarating as 
it was exhausting. I don’t know if you’re with me but I’m 
ready to get back into routine. If you’re like me and you 
need some time with your family to refresh spiritually, 
emotionally and maybe even physically, we have some 
great things coming up to help. 

I want to see Family Ministry be less about 
compartmentalized events and more about family 
transformation and relationships. Each month we’re 
going to have small events where we can get together 
and grow in community. We want these to be places to 
meet new people and catch up with old friends.

The fi rst planned event is a Playtime in the Park. We’ll 
all meet at William Davie Park on September 6th at 
5pm. The kids can play while the adults chit-chat. Then, 
on October 12th we’ll hit the Pumpkin Patch at Hunter 
Farms from 10am-12pm. Afterwards, we’ll go to the Old 
Dairy Farm (Christ South’s new land) for a hot dog roast 
from 12-2pm. Come out with the whole family!!

Along with these small community events, we are 
adding opportunity to grow in faith as a family. Last 
year we had an amazing Family Retreat and I want to 
continue to grow that ministry! Mark your calendar for 
January 24-26th. We’ll go to Lutheridge for a weekend 
of fellowship and faith! 

These are just the beginning of the ideas that I have 
for family ministry here at Christ Lutheran. I’m excited 
about what God is up to in and among us. It’s amazing 
how God can transform lives through relationships and 
fun times! Mark your calendars!

Congratulations to the Confi rmation Class of 2019!
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Save the Dates 
FAMILY MINISTRY HAPPENINGS
Preschool and Elementary School
September 6 Playtime in the Park, 5pm (William Davie Park)

September 8 Fall Kick off Sunday

October 12 Pumpkin Patch, 10am-12pm (Hunter Farms)

October 20 2nd Grade “God’s Story” Stepping Stone (Providence)
 Presentation of Bibles (all campuses)

Middle School
September 8 Fall Kick off Sunday

September 8 Fusion Nights begin, 6pm (Providence- the Pit)

September 22 6th Grade Confi rmation “Ten Commandments” 
 Stepping Stone, 1-3pm (Providence)

September 29 6th Grade Confi rmation “Ten Commandments” 
 Stepping Stone, 9-10am (South)

September 29 Middle School Movie Night (Providence- the Pit)

October 4-6 Middle School Confi rmation Retreat (Lutheridge)

October 13 Fusion Night, 6 pm (Providence- the Pit)

October 13 7th Grade Confi rmation “Media & Technology”   
 Stepping Stone, 1-3 pm (Providence)
 -or-
October 16 7th grade Confi rmation “Media & Technology”   
 Stepping Stone, 6-7:30pm (Providence) 

High School
September 8 Fall Kick off Sunday

September 8 Fusion Nights begin, 6 pm (Providence- the Pit)

September 22 High School lunch after worship (Providence)

October 13 Fusion Night, 6pm (Providence- the Pit)

October 20 Service Event, 4-8pm

Additional details will be provided for each event via REALM.
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OUTREACH NEWS

JOIN OUR
FAMILY NIGHT TEAM!
Family Nights will start up again this September and we’d LOVE 
to have YOU! Calling all engineers, programmers/coders, medical 
professionals and anyone else who has a passion that they would like 
to share. Leading or helping with a club not what you’re looking for? 
Join our meals or transportation team!! Each Tuesday, we provide 
transportation and a warm meal - at no cost to the McClintock 
families that participate. Families overcome major barriers preventing 
participation when transportation, dinner and childcare are provided. 
Can’t commit each week but want to get involved? Sign-up to be a 
fl oater. There are weekly opportunities to get involved. We always need 
volunteers to “fi ll the gap” if someone is out. 

Contact Angela Davis at adavis@christelca.org to begin making 
a difference in a child’s life! Specifi c club needs/desires include 
Medical Explorers, Basketball, Volleyball, 3rd-5th Grade Girls, Coding 
and Programming.

SHOP AT HARRIS TEETER TO 
SUPPORT McCLINTOCK STUDENTS
Please link your Harris Teeter VIC Card. If you have linked it in the 
past, please re-link it each year. You can select up to 5 schools, 
make McClintock one of them! McClintock school is #2042. It’s an 
easy way to help support McClintock! 

BLOOD DRIVE
FOR ONE BLOOD
Plan now to give blood on Sunday, October 27 8:30 - 11:30am in 
Spirit Hall. One Blood (formerly Community Blood Center Carolinas) 
will be here that morning. You can save a life (sometimes more than 
one) with your donation.  Blood product is one of the few things 
that you give without any monetary cost but it is essential for life 
and treatment of so many in our community.  Share the gift of life.

CROP WALK FOR HUNGER
SAVE THE DATE: SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2019
Plan now to get sponsors in advance and then to spend the 
afternoon with church friends and people from all over Charlotte 
walking to raise awareness for hunger in our community and 
throughout the world. 25% of all funds stay local to supporting 
Crisis Assistance Ministries, Loaves and Fishes and 2nd Harvest 
Food Bank.

Charlotte's CROP Walk is one of the largest walks in the nation and 
Christ Lutheran has for several years been the #1 fundraiser in the 
Charlotte Walk.

Watch E-news for sign-up information in September. Registration 
is free and the walk starts at 2:30pm. More information available at 
charlottecropwalk.org.

by ANGELA DAVIS and AMY DANIELS
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SUMMER SUCCESS!
Over 350 students enjoyed a fun, safe, educational 
summer, thanks to YOU!!! A total of 100 Freedom 
School Scholars spent six weeks at Christ Providence 
developing a true love of reading and discovering 
“Something Inside So Strong.” While focusing on 
literacy, Freedom School Scholars read books that 
empowered them to make a difference in themselves, 
their families, their communities and their world. Daily 
reading was just a part of Freedom School.

Scholars participated in many different activities around 
the city to gain new experiences and insight into the world 
all around them. Pool days at Rama and Sardis Swim 
Clubs, trips to Discovery Place, bowling, library visits, and 
a production at CPCC Theatre, and lake days at the Eudy’s 
at Lake Norman provided Scholars with an all-around, 
enriching summer! Level 4 (high school) students traveled 
to Memphis to learn about racism and visited college 
campuses and the MLK Museum.

Over at McClintock, 200 future inventors and scientists 
learned science in a FUN way with hands-on STEAM 
activities. Whether it was learning about the design 
process in Shark Tank, the chemistry of food in Cooking 
with Numbers, speed and velocity in Ten 80, navigating 
the deep seas using nature’s clues, or coding in Sphero 
Bots, students left camp with an interest in science and 
science related careers!

Donated recyclables were transformed into orbots, 
innovative gadgets, pollinating devices, and other cool 
inventions! After learning concepts in the classroom, 
Friday fi eld trips allowed students to see science come 
to life and see careers in action! Trips to Brand RPM, 
Catawba Riverkeeper, McDowell Nature Preserve, the 
City of Charlotte – Planning, Design and Development, 
UNCC, Laser Quest, and Charlotte Motor Speedway were a 
highlight of camp for everyone!

McPIE was also awarded scholarships to send students 
to Charlotte Latin sports camps, Lutheridge, Lutherock 
and Camp Agape. Students enjoyed learning new sports 
and spending time outdoors while exploring nature.

CONGRATULATIONS TO
AMY DANIELS

for 30 years of faithful service
at Christ Lutheran!
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