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PRELUDE  
 

WELCOME  
 

SONG OF PREPARATION             Raise a Song of Gladness                                          Taizè 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
Leader:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
Leader: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness. (Kneel) 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
Leader: Most merciful God, 
People: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone.  

  
 

Welcome to Christ Lutheran Church!  
TO OUR GUESTS: We’re glad tat you are with us today! It is our prayer that you will experience 
God’s presence in a meaningful way as we worship together. We invite you to worship with us 
again. If you are new to Christ Lutheran and would like to learn more about the church , please 
contact Gretchen Suskovic, Guest and New Member Coordinator, gsuskovic@christelca.org. 
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 We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

Leader: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives 
us all  our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen.   
 

SHARING THE PEACE  
Leader: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: And also with you. (SHARE THE PEACE HERE) 
Leader:  The grace of Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 
People:  And also with you.. 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN               O Beautiful for Spacious Skies                     Bates & Ward 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY             
Leader:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Leader: Let us pray. Not by power and popularity, O God, but in suffering and self-sacrifice did 

Jesus fulfill his call as our Messiah, showing us the cost of discipleship. Do not let us 
stumble at the outset of our journey nor set our minds on the human wisdom that 
seeks an easier way; but let us deny ourselves, take up our cross, and follow with 
courage where Jesus leads. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. 

People: Amen.  (Sit) 
         

FIRST LESSON                                                                                              Exodus 3:1-10 CEB 
Moses was taking care of the flock for his father-in-law Jethro, Midian’s priest. He led his flock 
out to the edge of the desert, and he came to God’s mountain called Horeb. The Lord’s 
messenger appeared to him in a flame of fire in the middle of a bush. Moses saw that the bush 
was in flames, but it didn’t burn up. Then Moses said to himself, Let me check out this amazing 
sight and find out why the bush isn’t burning up. When the Lord saw that he was coming to 
look, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” Moses said, “I’m here.” Then 
the Lord said, “Don’t come any closer! Take off your sandals, because you are standing on holy 
ground.” He continued, “I am the God of your father, Abraham’s God, Isaac’s God, and Jacob’s 
God.” Moses hid his face because he was afraid to look at God. Then the Lord said, “I’ve 
clearly seen my people oppressed in Egypt. I’ve heard their cry of injustice because of their 
slave masters. I know about their pain. I’ve come down to rescue them from the Egyptians in 
order to take them out of that land and bring them to a good and broad land, a land that’s full of 
milk and honey, a place where the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the 
Hivites, and the Jebusites all live. Now the Israelites’ cries of injustice have reached me. I’ve 
seen just how much the Egyptians have oppressed them. So get going. I’m sending you to 
Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” 
After the reading:  
Leader: The word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA VERSE                                                                      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leader:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 1st chapter. (v.16-20 NIV) 
People:   Glory to you, O Lord. 
As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net 
into the lake, for they were fishermen. “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to 
fish for people.” At once they left their nets and followed him. When he had gone a little farther, 
he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. Without 
delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and 
followed him. 
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After the reading:  
Leader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
The Children’s Message will be available on YouTube with Kate Harrison and  

Pastors Melody and Matt. 
 

SERMON                                            Freed From the Past                Pastor Melody Simpkins 
 

HYMN OF THE  DAY                             This is My Song                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TECH & MUSIC CREW LEADING THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

THE PRAYERS 
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OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM           
                                                 My Shepherd will Supply My Need                              Courtney 

Christ Choir 
 

OFFERTORY                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leader:  Let us pray. Merciful Father,  
People:  we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us: our selves, our 

time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the 
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING   
Pastor:   The Lord be with you 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord 
Pastor:   Let give thanks to the Lord our God 
People:  It is right to give God thanks and praise.              
 

Leader: It is indeed right and salutary . . .  
  we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Leader: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 
of me.  

 

LORD'S PRAYER 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.   (Sit) 

 

COMMUNION:  
All baptized Christians who have been instructed in the sacrament and believe Christ is present 

for the forgiveness of sins are invited to commune.  
 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION  
 

PRAYER FOR THOSE NOT COMMUNING 
Leader:  Lord Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. I love 

you above all things and I desire to receive you into my heart. Since I cannot now 
receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if 
you were already there, and unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be 
separated from you. Amen. 

 

BLESSING  
Leader: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
People:   Amen 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Leader: Let us pray. Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model 

of the godly life. Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to conform 
our lives to his; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION   
Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
People: Amen. 
 

HYMN                                           Before You, Lord, We Bow                              Key & Darwall 

 
DISMISSAL 
Leader:    Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE ) 
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Music used by permission: 
Raise a Song of Gladness. Text: Psalm 100; tr. Taizé Community. Music: Jacques Berthier, Taizé. Copyright © 1979 Les Presses 
de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 
 

O Beautiful for Spacious Skies. Text: Katherine L. Bates; Music: Samuel A. Ward. Public Domain. 
 

This is My Song. Text: Lloyd Stone, Georgia Harkness. Music: Jean Sibelius; FINLANDIA. Text Copyright © 1934, 1962, 1964 
Lorenz Publishing Co. Music: © Breitkopf & Härtel.  
 

Before You, Lord, We Bow. Text: Francis Scott Key, alt.; Music: John Darwall. Public Domain. 
 

Music and lyrics are printed by permission of the following licenses for print and for live streaming:  
One License #A-701771;  CCLI #1322176; and Augsburg Fortress #65602. 
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Drew Goodson 
Pastor 

Evangelism & Adults 

Melody Simpkins 
Pastor 

Family Ministries 

Matt Simpkins 
Pastor 

Christ South 

Dr. Scott Suskovic 
Senior Pastor 
Christ Lutheran 

Church 

Tennyson Shifley  
Pastor 

Christ Concord 

Christ Providence 4519 Providence Rd Charlotte, NC 28226 
704-366-1595      christelca.org 

• Dy English 

• Mark Glaeser’s brother Steve 

• Mindy Ritch’s brother Mike 

• Judi Bartell 

• Lauren Wright’s grandmother 

• Stuart 

• Steve Schmidt on death of his 
father Doug 

• Marty Bartholomew 

• Mickey McKeon 

• Yolanda Barrino & family 

• Zenja 

• Gwen Zuendel’s sister Kim 

• Dick & Arlene Dallman 

• Lisa Teeter 

 

 


